
Who is your hero? Teddy Roosevelt? Michael Jordan? Bill 

Gates? Mine is a short, red-haired, Texan woman with a freckles and 

Á ÃÕÔÅ ÇÉÇÇÌÅȟ ×ÈÏÍ ÙÏÕȭÖÅ ÐÒÏÂÁÂÌÙ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÏÆȣ 

òYou must be the change  you wish to see in the World.ó 

-- Mahatma Gandhi 



We all hear about problems in the world. Most people will listen for a 

ÍÏÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ4ÈÁÔȭÓ Á ÓÈÁÍÅȢȱSome will dedicate two to three minutes to 

lamenting over the issue. Fewer will actually plan to try to do something about 

ÉÔȣ "ÕÔ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ Á ÆÅ× ÈÏÕÒÓȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎ ÁÌÌ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȢIt is a rare 

person indeed who will carry through and some day make a small, one-time 

effort to help alleviate the problem.

And then there is this short, red-ÈÁÉÒÅÄ 4ÅØÁÎ ×ÏÍÁÎȣ 



Shirley Tinnin was an animal control officer for 20 years.She loved working with 

the animals, but there were some parts of the job that really bothered her.3ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ 

to put down animals because they were of a certain age or breed, or simply because the 

shelter had too many animals. She wanted to save every animal that deserved a loving 

home. 

So she did something most 

of us would find unthinkable.

/ÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÉÎÇȣȢ

&ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÔÅÒÒÉÆÙÉÎÇȣȢ

!ÂÓÏÌÕÔÅÌÙ  ÉÍÐÏÓÓÉÂÌÅȣȢ 



She fenced in her large back yard and divided it up into sections. She 

built kennels. She bought pet supplies, cleaning supplies, medical supplies, and 

a kiddie pool for dogs to play in...  and committed the use of her house, back 

yard, and barn to her vision. She went through the excruciating process of 

building a 501 (c) 3 organization, and started her own Humane Society.In her 

house.

Her local Petsmart agreed to let her hold adoptions there on the weekends. 



Seven years later, the Brazoria County Humane Society is still run out of her 

house. She has a website, volunteers, and other foster families who help her house a small 

percentage of the dogs.She works seven days a week, every week.3ÈÅ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÏÎ ÖÁÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ 

because she has to be home every day to take care of the animals. 


